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sen the forest, as companion. The lovers are elated, and they leave the
scene \\ith Hopeful, all dancing and singing. In the next scene, they
are in the forest. Leaving Saw-may at a sheltered place, the two men
oo in search of fruit. They dance and sing and laugh as they go
alons, until they realize that they have lest the way and do not know
how to get back to the girl. Saw-phay is sad, but Hopeful tries his
nest to cheer him up. The two wander on, until the god of the forest
appears, and tells them that they are now far away from where the
maiden is, but no harm will befall her as he will go there at once and
protect her. He also shows them the way they must follow to get back
to her.

The king, in pursuit of his betrothed and her lover, is now in the
forest with his army. On finding the girl, he mocks her, insults her,
and then orders her execution. The god now arrives on the scene,
arid enters into an argument with the king, telling him not to behave
like a little child or an angry fool, and pointing out that there is no
good in killing the girl, for that will not win him her love. The king,
admitting his folly, goes back to his city, leaving the girl with the
god as a friendly gift.

Meanwhile Saw-phay and Hopeful have lost their way again, and
find themselves in a city ruled by a beautiful queen, who, on being
pressed by ministers to take a consort, has announced that she will
marry the man who can open her magic box. Her people are in
despair as they think that no one will ever be able to open the box,
for it has a hundred locks on it. But Saw-phay wanders into the
palace and touches the box, and through sheer luck, it flies open.
He marries the queen and becomes king himself, the happy occasion
being celebrated by songs and dances by the king and queen. The god,
through his supernatural vision, sees the marriage celebrations, and
informs Saw-may, who weeps and sings doleful songs. She begs
leave to go to her lover, but the god is anxious for her safety as he
cannot accompany her, because being guardian of the forest, he
cannot leave it for long. In the end, however, he has to agree as the
girl persists in going, but he first changes her into a beggar with a
pock-marked face. He warns her that she cannot be transformed
back into a princess until three months have elapsed, and if she tells
any one that she is in reality a beautiful maiden, she will at once
become a statue made of pearl. He bids a tender farewell, and the
girl leaves the forest. Arriving at her lover's city, she enters the
palace and finds him. In her excitement, she tells Saw-phay who she